


The Better Founder

   Hebrews 7:1-10

Introduction:
Genesis 14:17-20

﻿“And the king of Sodom ﻿﻿went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the ﻿﻿King’s Valley), ﻿﻿after his return from ﻿﻿the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. Then ﻿﻿Melchizedek king of Salem brought out ﻿﻿bread and wine; he was ﻿﻿the priest of ﻿﻿God Most High. And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And ﻿﻿blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he ﻿﻿gave him ﻿﻿a tithe of all.”
Psalm 110:4
“The Lord has sworn and ﻿﻿will not relent, “You are a ﻿﻿priest forever according to the order of ﻿﻿Melchizedek.” 

Melchizedek was “priest of the Most High God” - That is the God of creation, God’s earliest title. It indicated His supremacy, man’s dependence and His sufficiency to meet man’s needs.

But by his own imagination or the deception of demons, man had devised a variety of gods as far from the true God as heaven is from hell.
Yet there were those who still worshipped the Most High God. Melchizedek was one of them. 
Can you imagine the encouragement it was to Abraham to find in his new land a noble representative of the God, Whose glory he had seen in Ur of the Chaldees?  Or, the pleasure it was to Melchizedek that a devoted worshipper of his God had come to his land.
But who was this Melchizedek? What did he do? 
I. Who was Melchizedek? – 7:1-3

A. First View: He Was a Theophany - Christ-ophany
(A pre-incarnate appearance of Christ)

1. He was priest of the Most High God - 7:1
2. King of Righteousness (Melchizedek) – 7:2
3. King of Peace -- King of Salem – Jeru-salem (shalom)
4. Without father or mother – 7:3
5. Without descendants – 7:3
6. Without beginning of days – 7:3
7. Without end of life -7:3

8. He still lives – 7:8
B. Second View: He was An Historical Person
1. Theophanies usually indicate that it is God. 

a. Genesis 18 God appeared to Abraham concerning Sodom.

“So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him “And the Lord said, ﻿﻿“Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing,” (18:2-3)
b. Manoah (Samson’s father) - Judges 13:22
‘So the Angel of the Lord said to Manoah, ‘Of all that I said to the woman let her be careful’. And Manoah said to his wife, ﻿﻿‘We shall surely die, because we have seen God!” 
c. Moses and the burning bush - Exodus 3

“Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. ﻿“I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 

2. He had an earthly kingdom – Salem -- Jerusalem. 
3. He was made like the Son of God.

a. No father or mother is recorded in the O.T.
Levitical priests had to be of the tribe of Levi, so their parents were important.

b. No genealogy was recorded in the O.T.

The only other priest in that line was Jesus. In the Levitical line sons were important.

c. No birth or death is recorded in the O.T.

If he is going to be “made like the Son of God” he can’t have a beginning or ending – in the O.T.
He was born and he did die. It is just not recorded in the O.T.

ALL OF THIS, SO THAT HE

COULD PICTURE THE SON OF GOD
II.  What He Did - 7:4-10

(These are the things that show that he is greater than the Levi)
A. He Received Tithes from Abraham
Abraham paid him a tenth of the spoils that he had personally taken in the fight.
B.  He Blessed Abraham
Melchizedek gave Abraham a blessing
The lesser is blessed by the better - v. 7
C.  He Lives On
If there is no record of his death, as far as the O.T. goes, he is still living.
D. He Also Tithed and Blessed Levi
1. Levi is the head of the O.T. Priesthood.

Levi lived 500 years after Abraham.
2. Levi was in Abraham’s loins when he met Melchizedek.

Abraham was Levi’s ancestor so he was in “Abraham’s loins” So, What Abraham did Levi did.
3. So, in a sense, Levi paid tithes and was blessed by Melchizedek.
Conclusion:
Jesus priesthood has a greater founder than the Levitical priesthood does.

Remember, these Hebrews were considering going back to Judaism.

The writer has set out to prove that Jesus is superior to anything in Judaism. 

Here the subject is the priesthood. Jesus’ priesthood has a better founder. Melchizedek is better than Levi.

So what does that have to do with me?

1. We are tempted every day to go back to the world from which we have been saved.
2. We have a built-in desire toward legalism.

3. We are lazy and selfish, both of which pull us away from giving our all to Jesus’ ministry. 
